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By Paige Rentz Staff writer

Aweather-related date change may have slowed
turnout for Saturday's 12th annual Black History Quiz
Bowl.

But it didn't dampen the enthusiasm of the two
youngsters who showed up to compete at the event
sponsored by GOTDAD Inc. at True Vine Ministries on
Morganton Road.

And since Jerry Sellier, 12, and Kendall Lowe, 13, were
in different age groups, they didn't even have to compete
against each other, either. They were each named the
Eager youth tackle Black History winner of their division, but they did give attendees a

. demonstration of their knowledge, buzzing in during a
QL"Z Bowl round of questions and answers.

Staff photo by Paige Rentz

Jerry Sellier, 12, left, and Kendall Lowe, 13, compete in - jerrywas still doing some last-minute studying for the

Saturday's Black History Quiz Bowl. competition Saturday morning, dancing as he
answered questions from his step-mother before he
found out he had automatically won.

Among the things Jerry, a student at Reid Ross
Classical, was mostinterested to learn was the history of the "Divine Nine" - the historically black fraternities and
sororities that make up the National Pan-Hellenic Council.

Kendall, an eighth-grader at Apha Academy in Fayetteville, said not competing was "disappointing a little bit
because | studied so hard, butit's also rewarding because we get the trophy and $100."

Studying for the quizbowl, she said she was surprised to learn that President Obama is a Grammy winner for
best spoken word album for the audio versions of his books "Dreams from My Father" and "The Audacity of Hope."

Kendall said she wished more people, especially from the black community, had come to support and participate
in the event.

"That would have meant a lot because we support other things," she said, "but when it comes down to academics
...it's just we blank out, and that's kind of sad."
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Dozens of students between the ages of 10 and 18 had initially signed up to compete before the quizbowl was
postponed Feb. 21 due to winter weather.

McGee said the study packet for the quizbowl, and thus the questions, are about more than black history. They
also include topics such as economics, finance and political science.

Despite the low turnout for the quizbowl, members of the community, including some motorcycle clubs, showed
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safety and security.

Q Yes, but | have full confidence in Fort Bragg and local

authorities to keep us safe.
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